
 
 

 

 

In an age where the premium placed on the pursuit of a quality college education is higher 
than ever (quite literally), there are many factors that go into deciding which university 
justifies its price. Is it Ivy League prestige? Ivy-adjacent cachet? Academic excellence 
or NCAA winnings? All are worthy considerations but perhaps what is really most 
important is whether the school will be worth the investment in 10, 15, 20 years’ time. 
Will the six-figure price of these elite educations put students on track for the C-suite of a 
Fortune 500 company—or back to living in their parents’ basement? 

https://www.townandcountrymag.com/society/money-and-power/g40985990/most-expensive-colleges-in-the-us/
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/society/tradition/g61702664/best-alternative-ivy-league-colleges-2024/
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/leisure/sporting/a64345743/march-madness-college-admission-rate-explained/
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/society/money-and-power/a44666515/2024-college-cost-debate-ivy-league-value/


Since 2019, Georgetown University’s Center on Education and the Workforce has ranked 
4,500 colleges by their return on investment, calculating their net present value (NPV) at 
various intervals, from 10 years after graduation up to the 40-year mark. (A measurement of 
how much value a college degree adds, the formula for NPVs takes into account what the 
average graduates of an institution will have cumulatively made within a certain number of 
years, minus the cost of their degrees.) 

For more clarity on the subject we asked the advisors at IvyWise to analyze the data and 
narrow it down to a list of the top 15 colleges and universities with the best ROI. The 
consultants weighed a myriad factors, such as the cost of tuition; the instructional 
expenditure per student (IEPS), an underrated but useful metric showing how much a 
school spends on education; and the percentage of degrees awarded in STEM subjects, 
which, unsurprisingly, account for higher salaries. Criteria was further narrowed down to 
four-year, bachelor’s degree institutions, while looking at just the 20-year NPV (shorter-
term figures tend to have a positive bias towards colleges that cost less). The results, 
ranked in order from highest ROI, are below. Spoiler alert: only four Ivy League institutions 
made the list. 

 

 

 

https://cew.georgetown.edu/cew-reports/roi2025/
https://cew.georgetown.edu/cew-reports/roi2025/
https://www.ivywise.com/


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 


